
 

 

    
JULY 

 CALENDAR 
 

July 4 

  Independence Day.  Happy 235th Birthday 

USA! 

 

July 7 

  Shenandoah Region Membership Meeting at 
the Car Club Shelter.. See Club Meetings, 

pg. 2. 

 

July 8-10 

  All -Chrysler Nationals, Carlisle Fairgrounds, 

Carlisle, PA. 

 

July 16 

  Shenandoah RegionðMuseum of the Shen-

andoah Valley car show at the Museum.  See 

Pg. 7 

 

July 21 

  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

meeting. See Club Meetings, pg. 2. 

 

July 22-24 

  Bike Fest, Carlisle Fairgrounds, Carlisle, PA 

 

June 24-29 

  Special Vintage Tour (pre-1938 cars) through 

N. Central PA nd Lower NY.  Hosted by 

Susquehannock Region, AACA.  Info: 570-

368-2570. 

 

July 30 

  Fun Run to White Post and Berryville Steam 

& Gas Show..  See Bulletin Board, pg. 3 
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 At our next membership meeting, I expect we will be taking up 

the topic of joining (or not) the Old Dominion Meet Associa-

tion.  Yôall have had an opportunity to read the organizationôs 

by-laws and reflect upon how you feel the Shenandoah Region 

will be impacted by such an action. Those of you at the June 

meeting have had an opportunity to speak directly to Barbara 

Andres, ODMAôs president, and question her on several issues 

about ODMA processes and procedures.  As you form your 

opinions about this issue, I hope you will consider not only any 

immediate impacts on our club, but also the longer-term effects 

that might either help or harm the clubôs future ability to sur-

vive and thrive. I encourage all of you to attend the meeting to 

help shape our response to this issue. 

    As I have stated in the past, I am a firm believer in the notion 

that working together as partners in a common cause will bene-

fit the partners more than if they go their own way. This has 

proven particularly true when individual bodies are faced with a 

common threat, whether it be an Indian raid (circling the wag-

ons), a U-boat strike (form a convoy), or a great white shark 

(swim in a school). The threats we face as a club, such as aging-

membership, declining health, legislative actions, and too many 

non-automobile distractions, are not as perilous as those above, 

but the principles of survivorship remain the same, especially 

the one about there being strength in numbers.   

     Hereôs my take on the pluses and minuses of membership in 

the ODMA, with a few comments thrown in as to how we 

might be able to deal with the minuses.  You might want to 

think about these over the next couple of weeks as you consider 

how youôll vote on this issue. 

  

Happy Motoring,   

  

Curt  

Accentuating the Positives 

1. Ability to work as a partner in ODMA and insure there will 

be no conflict between our Apple Blossom show and the 

ODMA annual show dates 

2. As one of 15 ODMA regions, we will have much more clout 

when it comes to dealing with legislative issues and agency 

regulations affecting our hobby in Virginia on such topics as 



 

 

           1-- Doc Stratton  

           2-Art Bragg  

               Mary Alice Lemen  

           3-Joyce Carden  

           5-Chip Rohr 

           8-Karl Anderson Sr.  

          12-Jim Stup  

                Ann Griffith  

   16-Lora Shepherd  

         18-Bill Anderson  

              Linda Smith  

   22-Ron Howser 

         24-Fuzzy Coon 

         25-Patricia Critchfield  

         26-Danny Sullivan 

         29-George Weidig  

         31-Josie Engle  

July  
Birthday Wishes to:  

Club News JULY MEETINGS  

 
Our July Membership Meeting will be held on 

July 7 at the Car Club Shelter, Jim Barnett 

Park at 7:00 PM.  Our hosts are Judy Powell & 

Gene Ramey.  This will be a picnic meeting so 

remember to bring  a covered dish/dessert to 

share as well as your personal tablecloth, drinks,  

utensils and condiments as desired.  The club 

will supply the fried chicken. 

  

The July Board of Directors meeting will be held 

on July 21 at 7:00 PM at Perkins Restaurant in 

Winchester. 
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Our June 2 Membership meeting hosted Barbara Andres, Presi-

dent of the Old Dominion Meet Association (ODMA), who 

made a presentation on Region membership in ODMA (photo 

below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara gave reasons for joining ODMA which is an associa-

tion of 14 AACA Virginia Regions and Chapters.   In his 

monthly column, starting on pg. 1, President Mason presents an 

extensive discussion of the pros and cons of Shenandoah Re-

gion joining ODMA.  We will discuss these at our July Mem-

bership meeting and vote on the question of joining ODMA. 

The meeting was very well attended as evidenced by the few 

leftover pieces of chicken. 

At our June 16 Board meeting we talked about alternate venues 

for our Apple Blossom Show such as Milbrook High School or 

the Loudoun St. Old Town Mall where we will hold  the August 

5 First Friday Cruise-In.  Curt Mason and Bill Anderson will 

discuss the latter site with appropriate Winchester officialdom. 

We talked about the July 16 joint Shenandoah Region-Museum 

of the Shenandoah Valley Car Show.  A flyer and registration 

form for this show appears on pg. 7.  If you want to participate 

in this show, get the registration form in to Angie Yonally 

ASAP. 

Shenandoah Region welcomes Simon Newlin as its newest 

member.  Simonôs membership was approved at the Board 

meeting. 
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FOR SALE 

1957 Chevy BelAir 6 cyl, 4-dr hardtop, automatic.  68,000 

miles.  Parked for last several years.  Call Grant Johnson, 

304-856-1469 for info. 

 

1950 Ford 2-dr sedan, original looking with a 302 V8 and 

automatic under the hood.  PS and pink tweed interior.  

$15,900 

1967 Camaro.  Rebuilt 454 motor and 4-spd, aluminum 

wheels, silver blue exterior and white interior.  $19,900. 

1963 Impala Super Sport, power everything.  $21,900 

1967 Olds 442 convertible.  p/s, p/b, automatic.  Redline 

tires.  You know this one will move.  $21,500. 

 

For any of the above 4 cars call Jack at 540-868-4141. 

 

1964 Rambler 220 4-dr,  6-cyl, std. trans., good shape.  

$775.  Call Ben Torres, Clearbrook, VA.  540-664-9290. 

 

1972 MGB-GT.  Runs good. $600.  Call Jim at 540-722-

4291. 

 

1948 Ford pickup.  $4500. Call Craig Hagaman, 540-955-

2449. 

 

4 used L78-15 (235-75/15) white walls.  Came off a 1963 

Caddy.  $100.  Will mount also if necessary.  Jerryôs Tire, 

Winchester.  540-662-1221. 

 

WITH SYMPATHY  

To the family of Shenandoah Region member Roberta Hill.  

Roberta passed away recently a few short months after her 

spouse Shenandoah Region member Dr. Doug Hill.  May 

they rest in peace.   

 

GET WELL  

George Weidig had laser eye surgery.  Heôs doing OK. 

Dwane Knight is in the Envoy Rehab facility getting ther-

apy for his broken hip. 

 

HEADS UP 

Poor Manôs Tour is October 1ðOctober 2.  We will be 

staying at the Canaan Valley Resort and they will accept 

your reservation with a special rate of $89 anytime you call.  

Mention Queen City Region/Poor Manôs Tour.  Canaan 

Valleyôs phone is 304-866-4121. 

 

APPLE BLOSSOM 

Treasurer Bonnie Catlett reports that most of the bills  for 

the Apple Blossom Show have been paid and that we are 

showing a net gain of more than $3000.  Congratulations to 

Duane Catlett and his team for a very efficient management 

effort.  

 

THANK YOU  

Mary Blazej sent a thank you card to the club for the sup-

port of Shenandoah Region membership during husband 

Jules recent illness and passing. 

 

To President Curt Mason for taking over the newsletter 

production while the editor was out of town. 

 

FUN RUN 

We will have a Fun Run on July 30, first to White Post  

Restorations where we will tour the facilities, then to the 

Berryville Steam & Gas Show where we will get free admis-

sion for 2 people (bring some club ID like the Shenandoah 

Region magnetic sign) and space to park our antique cars.  

Meet at Wardôs Plaza at 10 AM. 

special taxes on antique vehicles, antique car equipment regula-

tions, and insurance. Experience has shown that the strength in 

numbers that results from being a member of ODMA gives all 

of us in Virginia a stronger presence in Richmond as well as in 

dealings with the national office of AACA, since the ODMA is 

now a non-governing Region in itself. 

3. Improving our public relations and advertising by working 

together with other regions to publicize the hobby and attract 

new members, including young people, to the enjoyment of 

owning, preserving and driving antique vehicles. This is one of 

the most important results we can achieve if we  wish to see the 

Shenandoah Region exist and thrive for another 50 years. 

4. Sharing the enjoyment of antique automobiles with like-

minded folks around the state who own and drive some great 

cars and put on some really fun meets and who would attend 

our events as well. Having more of us getting together more 

often is what its all about. The ODMA will make that easier. 

5. Given that new member Regions go to the bottom of the list 

for hosting the annual ODMA meet, we would have 14 years as 

a member of ODMA to work out any issues impacting our abil-

ity to attract cars and raise funds at the Apple Blossom Meet.  

6. By becoming a member, we will have the ability to propose 

and influence any changes to the by-laws that we felt uncom-

fortable with regarding our membersô participation in other 

ODMA events, as well as to develop and vote on new ideas and 

activities that affect the hobby statewide.   

From The President contôd. 

Continued, pg. 5 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 

  

Eric & Tere Swagler 

  

Our names are Eric and Tere Swagler. We reside in the Lakeside area of Fredrick County, near Stephens 

City.  We moved in 1997 from California, to be near Dulles airport.  We have three kids, the oldest, Mi-

chelle, graduated from Mary Washington University in 2009 and now works for the Veterans Administration 

in Washington, D.C. Our middle kid, Keith is a senior at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, and works as 

a lifeguard at Virginia Beach. Our youngest, Jay, is a rising junior at Sherando High Scheol, and works as a 

lifeguard at Sherando pool. 

 

Eric is currently employed as a pilot for Flexjet, flying a Lear 45 corporate aircraft.  He was previously em-

ployed as an airline pilot and as a flight test engineer.   

 

Tere works as a tax preparer for Sareen and Associates during tax season and as a swim coach for Frederick 

County during the summer. 

 

Eric has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering, Tere has a B.A. in Business/Accounting,  both of us graduated 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  

 

Eric has always been interested in cars from a young age, and working on the family cars with his Dad per-

forming basic maintenance.  His college cars were a 1970 Plymouth Duster with a 318/4 speed, then a 1964 

Plymouth Fury with the push button automatic. After graduation he owned a 1982 Mazda RX-7, but then 

kids came along and the fun cars were put on hold (I don't think Mini Vans will ever become collectible, but 

they sure are practical!).  He did own a 1997 Firebird Formula with an LT-1, Ram Air and WS-6 package for 

a couple years but then had to sell it when he switched jobs. 

 

Our 1931 Model A Ford Roadster is a family heirloom on Tere's side of the family.  The car's name is 

Geraldine, and was owned by Tere's parents for many years, one of the three Model A's they owned.  Tere's 

Dad was not familiar with old cars at first so Eric would clean the plugs, sand the points and get her running 

again and then all seven grand-kids would jump in the Model A's and go to the local ice cream shop during 

summer family gatherings.  When Tere's Dad passed and Tere's Mom didn't want to drive it anymore, 

Geraldine came east to live with us.  

 

Eric really enjoys tinkering with the Model A, and also enjoys looking at other old cars. The technology used 

"back in the day" is pretty fascinating, it is really interesting to see how they did it without the computers 

that we have in our cars today!   

 

Our plan is to enjoy Geraldine on short fun runs while making improvements along the way, eventually re-

turning her to mostly original condition.  New seat covers and painting the fenders are the first two projects 

on our list. 
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 Shenandoah Region member Mark Dinsmoreôs 

ó69 Pontiac GTO Judge was the subject of a re-

cent ñHomegrown Heroesò article in Muscle Car 

Review magazine. 

Mark originally bought the car from the previ-

ous owner in West Virginia after hearing about 

it from a friend.  The previous owner had al-

ready obtained Pontiac Historic Services docu-

mentation for the car showing it was a pretty 

rare car.  The Goldenrod Yellow car was a 

ñspecial orderò since most ó69 Judges were 

painted Carousel Red.  Pontiac Historic Ser-

vices thinks there were very few ó69 Judges 

painted special colors of any sort and Mark 

thinks his may be the only one painted Golden-

rod Yellow. 

The interior, body and rear end were in great 

shape and only needed a little TLC, but the car 

did not run well and the handling was poor.  

Mark dismantled the front end and removed 

the engine and transmission.  The front stub 

frame was stripped and painted satin black.  All 

new brake lines, master and wheel cylinders, 

power booster and shoes were installed and the 

drums were cleaned, turned and painted.  The 

front suspension received new springs, shocks, 

bushings and ball joints. 

The original engine was long gone when Mark 

bought the car so he replaced that with a ó71 

Ram Air III 400.  This motor got  a cleaning, 

and a .060 overbore, new pistons, a 744 Ram 

Air cam and the rotating assembly was bal-

anced.  Mark located a correct date-coded set  

of heads on e Bay.  He did all the engine assem-

bly and painting in his garage and installed it in 

the car prior to assembling the body panels.  

The transmission was sent to a local shop for a 

rebuild and the Hurst shifter for the M20 4-speed 

transmission was rebuilt by Hurst. 

Next came the body work.  The Ram Air parts 

were removed from the underside of the hood and 

the hood underside was cleaned and painted.  The 

Ram Air parts were painted the original satin 

black.  The hood was bowed on the right side and 

Mark fixed that by placing towel covered 2x4 

blocks under the right hood corners and standing 

on the edges in his bare feet to push the bow out. 

It took one week of eight hour days to align the 

front sheet metal with the Endura bumper.  

(Many of us can relate to this).   The last part of 

the restoration was cleaning, painting and fitting 

the grille pieces and lights in the bumper.  The 

project was officially done almost one year ago on 

July 1, 2010.   

 

Editorôs note: What a great looking car!  Hope to 

see it in some of our Fun Runs and shows. 

7. An opportunity to meet and make friendships with new people 

who share our passion for the hobby as members of the only as-

sociation of it's kind in the United States. 

8. The ability to opt out at any time without penalty if the rela-

tionship is not working, although it seems that if this 50+ year old 

organization of 14 regions has held together this long, there must 

be something good about it. 

  

Addressing the Negatives 

1. ODMA bylaws state that six judges from each region are 

needed to work the ODMA meet. Based on Ms. Andres' response 

to a question at our June membership meeting, this does not seem 

to be a hard and fast rule, with the level of participation depend-

ing upon the availability of  Shenandoah Region members. 

2. Profit sharing. As host of the ODMA meet every 15 years, we 

would be required to split any profit from the meet with ODMA. 

We would have 14 years to figure out a way to minimize the im-

pact of this by-law on our profit-making potential, for example 

hosting the ODMA meet in the fall (perhaps at the Museum of 

the Shenandoah Valley) and the Apple Blossom Meet in the 

spring, which would not adversely impact our Apple Blossom 

Meet and just might INCREASE our annual income.  

3. Sending two Shenandoah Region representatives to two 

ODMA meetings each year. If our membership were to vote to 

join ODMA, I would expect that out of the pool of ñyesò voters 

we would be able to find enough representatives each year who 

would believe in the principles and benefits of the ODMA or-

ganization enough to represent our Regionôs interests and share in 

the camaraderie of attending the meeting. 

4. Traveling to distant shows. It is possible that, given how our 

club is constituted today, we might not have many members ini-

tially going to ODMA shows.  But it is also possible that as we 

gain younger and/or less experienced members, as well as 

younger, more capable automobiles, our ability and interest in 

attending ODMA and other Regionsô meets will increase. 

  

 

From The President contôd. 



 

 


