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General Meeting 
MAY 7 CANCELLED 

Hello, Everybody — 

What a strange time we are in!  

Spring is bursting out all over, and we have nowhere to go! The 

Apple Blossom Festival has been cancelled. We cancelled our big event, 

the Apple Blossom Car Show, and we have a stock of 62nd Annual Car 

Show dash plaques also with no place to go.  

In fact, all SRAACA activities have been cancelled through the 

month of May. We don't know what COVID-19 will do by then, but 

Governor Northam's stay-at-home order extends through June 10, 

which prohibits gatherings of more than 10 people, so it is by no means 

certain that we will be able to hold our June membership meeting.  
(See President on Page 8.) 
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***CANCELLED*** 

In the best interest of every-

one’s health and welfare during 

the current COVID-19 crisis, 

Shenandoah Region, AACA re-

gretfully cancelled the Apple 

Blossom Car Meet for 2020.  

Pre-registrations have been 

refunded or returned. Postcard 

notices were mailed to everyone 

on our mailing list. Special 

Award sponsorships have been 

refunded.  

A big THANK YOU goes out 

to members who have made per-

sonal donations to help offset the 

Club’s expenses for the cancelled 

meet: Bill Carl, Harry Newman, 

Barry Smith, Jeff Smulovitz, Bill 

Busko, Mitch Orndorff, Danny 

Sullivan, and Craig Comontofski.  

The Apple Blossom Commit-

tee is already beginning to brain-

storm for the May, 2021 Meet. 

Onward and upward!! 

MAY  

BIRTHDAYS! 
1 Dicky Sandy 

3 Gerry Sandy 

10 Hubie Kline 

11 Verne Critchfield 

13 JoAnne Carper 

18 Jim Colville 

20 Sally Wolfe 

24 Isaac Boyce 

25 Jerry Kerr 

31 Ron Dailey 

Calendar 

 MAY 7— Membership Meeting,  

CANCELLED 

 MAY 9 — Annual Apple Blos-

som Meet — CANCELLED 

 MAY 18 — Deadline for JUNE 

newsletter (note: earlier than usual) 

 MAY 21 — Board Meeting,  

CANCELLED 

 June 4 - Membership Meeting (TBD?) 

 June 21 — Sully Plantation Show, 

(TBD?) 

 July 18 — Museum of the Shenan-

doah Valley Show 

 October 24-25 — Poor Man's Tour 

MEETINGS 2 

DEADLINES 2 

HELLOS FROM HOME 3-7 

SUNSHINE REPORT 7 
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MAY MEMBERSHIP AND BOARD 
MEETINGS CANCELLED 

The Governor has de-

clared a Stay-At-Home order 

for the State of Virginia until 

June. Therefore, the Mem-

bership Meeting scheduled 

for May 7 and Board Meet-

ing scheduled for May 21 are 

both cancelled.  

While we can’t meet, the 

grapevine will be our pri-

mary mode of contact for a 

while, please phone, text, or 

email other members to 

check on them, and let us 

know how you all are doing.  

Secretary Linda will be 

happy to pass along news via 

email blast to those with 

internet connections 
(shenandoahregion@gmail.com).  

May Meetings 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for submis-

sion of newsletter articles, 

want ads, photos, etc. for the 

June 2020 newsletter would 

be Monday, May 18, 2020.  

Thanks for your prompt 

submissions!  
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Where are our ads?! 

Sincere apologies for the 

slightly altered format this 

month. 

Technical difficulties 

(computer crash and Corona 

virus) have played havoc with 

this month’s newsletter, but 

we should be back to business 

as usual next month. 

Thanks for your patience! 

Donna Smith 

Airlines Inside Information 
(from V-8 Times Magazine, submitted by Allen Bond) 

Remember it takes a college degree to fly an airplane, 

but only a high school diploma to fix one – a reassurance 

to those who fly routinely in their jobs. After every flight, 

UPS pilots fill out a form, called a “gripe sheet” which 

tells mechanics about problems; the mechanics document 

their repairs, and the pilots review the “gripe sheets” be-

fore the next flight.  

Never let it be said that the ground crews lack a sense 

of humor. Here are some of the actual maintenance notes 

submitted by UPS pilots (marked with P) and the solu-

tions recorded by maintance (marked with S): 

 

P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement. 

S: Almost replaced left inside tire. 

P: Test flight OK, except auto – land very rough. 

S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 

P: Something loose in cockpit. 

S: Something tightened in cockpit. 

P: Dead bugs on windshield. 

S: Live bugs on backorder. 

P: Auto-pilot in altitude hold mode produces a 200 feet 

per minute descent. 

S: Could not reproduce problem on ground. 

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 

S: Evidence removed. 

P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 

S: DME volume set to more believable level. 

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 

S: That’s what friction locks are for. 

P: IFF inoperative in off mode. 

S: IFF always inoperative in off mode. 

P: Suspected crack in windshield. 

S: Suspect you’re right. 

P: Number 3 engine missing. 

S: Engine found on right wing after brief search. 

P: Aircraft handles funny. 

S: Aircraft warned to straighten up and fly right. 

P: Target radar hums. 

S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 

P: Mouse in cockpit. 

S: Cat installed.  



What follow are the mes-

sages I received when I 

asked members to let me 

know how everyone is do-

ing under the current stay-

at-home order. It was 

GREAT to get such a won-

derful response! — Linda C 

------------------------------------------ 

From Ginger Garbarini 

I’m doing OK up here on High 

Knob mountain. Using Ama-

zon to buy stuff & Walmart 

curbside pickup for groceries. 

Also working on clearing out 

boxes of old papers in the 

basement. My shredder is get-

ting a workout. I started us-

ing FaceTime & Skype to 

video chat with family & 

friends. You can teach an old 

dog new tricks!! 

Hope everyone is safe & well. 

Best regards Ginger G 

------------------------------------------ 

From John Black 

It is empty here in Florida but 

nice and warm so things could 

be worse. No car activities or 

much of anything else. Hope 

to be back in Virginia on the 

11th of May if the train goes. 

Stay safe and love to all. JC 

------------------------------------------ 
From Dan & Ginny Rowzie 

I'm trying to stay sane by do-

ing all those projects I've so 

cleverly put off for months 

(OK years). The garage has 

been put back in order, and 

car projects are finally pro-

gressing. Yard work is also 

underway, with lots of left un-

done stuff from last year be-

ing done, mostly by Ginny. 

And finally, sheltering in 

place. Stay safe and sane! 

Dan 

------------------------------------------ 

From Harold & Shelva 

Switzer 

We are staying home and not 

going out except groceries and 

pharmacy. Harold has not 

been out and no visitors since 

the virus broke out due to his 

breathing problems. 

He has appt tomorrow so we 

will have to make a decision 

soon. Pray you are doing well. 

Stay safe. Love, Shelva 

------------------------------------------ 

From Pat Dawson 

Hope you both are doing okay 

-- too much TV and list of 

things to do that I’m not in 

the mood for. Most of all, 

missing Bruce. But, life is 

good. God Bless and prayers 

for this virus to be gone soon 

Love, Pat. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Gene Ramey 

Thanks for asking, we are do-

ing well, lots of projects 

around the house, yard and 

mountain property. Miss 

you'll too! 

------------------------------------------ 

From Ed & Joyce Carden 

So good to hear from you. Ed 

and I are doing fine. We walk 

outside, around the house. I 

pick up limbs from the trees 

and work in the yard. I am 

enjoying the flowering trees 

and flowers and am being 

thankful for the sunny days. I 

do hope everyone is doing as 

well as possible. Joyce 

------------------------------------------ 

From Harry & Ruth  

Newman 

Ruth and I are doing well, for 

the most part, staying in ex-

cept for the rare store trips. 

Ruth is improving every day 

from the complications from 

her back surgery back in Nov. 

She has been hard at making 

blankets for her church group. 

And talking with friends on 

the phone making sure they 

have what they need. It 

shouldn't be "social" separa-

tion but rather "physical" 

separation. 

I have been digitizing old fam-

ily photos and slides and 

started back on writing my 

memoir. Ha, started it in 

2008! Perhaps this virus thing 

makes one consider just how 

mortal we really are, and that 

has the affect of lighting a fire 

to get things done that have 

been put off. Lol, up to 98 

pages now. And rubbing the 

car occasionally too. 

But all is well, and checking 

on others is all part of it. 

Thanks for checking. Harry 

(See Home on Page 4.) 
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Hellos from Home 



From Kevin & Nicole 

Malony 

Thank you for checking in on 

all our peeps. I’m working 

every day but Nicole’s office is 

closed so we are concerned 

but not panicking at all. I’ve 

used the “stuck at home” time 

to swap the gas tank on the 

model T, sent the horn off for 

repair and stripped and re-

painted the battery carrier. I 

took it for a test run last night 

and it ran great-I’m very ex-

cited about it! The boys have 

been helping me in the yard 

and have made some money 

hauling dirt for me. Other-

wise we are good. They still 

have homework to do. I hope 

everyone is staying safe and 

being good about avoiding 

contact. This thing is nothing 

to mess with. Take care-I look 

forward to seeing everyone 

once this mess is over with! 

Kevin 

------------------------------------------ 

From Fuzzy & Chris 

Coon 

Thanks for checking up on 

everyone. We’re fine and just 

hanging out at the house with 

an occasional ride here and 

there. Our best wishes to all 

to stay safe and well. Fuzzy 

and Chris 

------------------------------------------ 

From Larry Hubert 

Finishing up garage built by 

Bill and Eddie Busko. 

From Jim Colville 

At my house we have been 

making good use of the garage 

that Bill Busko and his son 

Ed built. We have been out in 

the garage almost every day 

working on our project cars. 

The Charger is coming to-

gether faster than I expected 

despite the one step forward 

two steps back progress. It 

came home from the body 

shop in December. The head-

liner, windshield, rear glass 

and interior are about all 

that’s left to do. Then I can 

have the body guy come out 

and do the final buffing so the 

bumble bee stripe can be 

added. 

The Plymouth wagon made a 

return trip back to the body 

shop to repair a rust spot un-

der the hood that we didn't 

see when it was painted a few 

months ago. Its back home 

now. We haven't even started 

on the reassembly on the sta-

tion wagon yet. It will proba-

bly have to wait for the com-

pletion of most of the other 

projects. 

The interior is out of the yel-

low Dart as all the seam 

sealer inside and in the trunk 

has been removed and is be-

ing replaced and those areas 

will be repainted. Also replac-

ing crank and fan belt pulley 

and radiator while its off the 

road. 

 

Did front end rebuild on the 

turquoise Barracuda, but still 

need to do front end align-

ment and fix a sticking brake 

light switch that drained the 

battery. 

Other projects we hope to get 

done during the Coronavirus 

shut down are assembly of a 

green 70 Dart so it can be 

sold, and a new carb on my 66 

Fury.   

So far, we've only taken ad-

vantage of one nice weather 

day to take the green Barra-

cuda out with the top down 

for a drive. We stopped in 

White Post to see the progress 

on the restoration of the Sin-

clair gas station. Hope every-

one else is doing well and 

staying safe. I miss having car 

shows and cruise ins and can't 

wait for things to get back to 

normal. Jim Colville 

------------------------------------------ 

From Mark Dinsmore  

We are just fine. My daughter 

and the kids moved out and 

into a new home! Yay!!!!!!! We 

have spent the time cleaning, 

and catching up on house and 

yardwork. I spend a lot of 

time in my garage working on 

my project car. Hope everyone 

is doing as well. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Jim Tillery 

We are doing well. Staying 

busy with lots of house and  
(See Home on Page 5.) 
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garden "honey-do's". We con-

nect to our family via Face-

Time on a routine basis.  

Attended church Easter Sun-

day, in our living room, via 

live stream. We venture out 

rarely and then only to the 

grocery or Home Depot, wear-

ing our masks of course. 

Well that's about it from me. I 

sure hope this crisis ends soon 

so that we can all resume nor-

mal lives. I start up the old 

cars once a week and take 

them out occasionally for a 

short drive around the 

neighborhood, just to keep the 

juices flowing.  

I also do a little tinkering now 

and then. Be safe and 

healthy. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Craig & Linda  

Comontofski 

We're doing fine, mostly stay-

ing home except for foraging 

for food wearing gloves and 

masks (grocery store at 6:00 

am Senior Hour is TOO 

early!). Craig has been doing 

yard work, and also trying to 

outwit an aggressive redbird 

that has decided to perch and 

poop on ALL our cars in the 

driveway (the bird flits among 

side mirrors, roof, grille, 

bumpers, and windshield wip-

ers). Mr. Redbird only does 

this if the vehicles are parked 

close to the house, and if we 

are watching from the kitchen 

window. We think he's show-

ing off for his girlfriend, but 

she is much more polite and 

stays in the trees. Linda tied 

plastic grocery bags over the 

side mirrors, but this was 

rather inconvenient…. Craig 

also got himself a new 

Husqvarna motorcycle and is 

busy in the garage tinkering 

with it (lowering the foot 

pegs, raising the handlebars 

to fit his height, adding acces-

sories). He's done a little rid-

ing on his old bikes on sunny 

days, but only on remote 

country roads, keeping his 

distance from people. 

Hope everyone continues to 

keep busy, safe, and happy at 

home. Miss you, everybody ! 

------------------------------------------ 

From Bonnie & Duane 

Catlett 

We are still working. Not 

much going on. Enjoying 

church on line along with bi-

ble study on Facebook. Duane 

still doing therapy for his 

arm. We are both well and I’m 

cooking a lot. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Joyce Dunlap 

Thank you so much for reach-

ing out to everyone and for 

sharing the news. It is so 

much fun perusing their com-

ments and putting faces to 

the names when I can. It is a 

good reminder that we are not 

alone and also reminds me to 

pray for each one as we go 

through this mess together 

although apart. 

For me, I am working 2 days 

in the office and 3 days from 

home, so limited risk of expo-

sure I guess. Also have been 

able to use some time to do 

some of those "when I get 

around to it" things. And en-

joying prepping my garden. 

Everyone, please take care, 

and I look forward to seeing 

you all again soon. Joyce 

Dunlap/ granddaddy's 1939 

Dodge 

------------------------------------------ 

From Jack & Marguerite 

Fischer 

We are good. Jack spends a 

lot of time organizing his ga-

rage and our basement. I've 

made a to do list for outside, 

such as powerwashing the 

deck and our house, organiz-

ing and cleaning out attached 

garage, etc. I'm busy cooking 

healthy meals as we started a 

lifestyle plan to lose weight. 

We keep in touch with our 

family and friends via Face-

book, phone and FaceTime. 

Also, on our Kindle to read 

books and shop on line. We 

watched movies on demand 

from our cable tv. We go out 

once a week to shop. Yester-

day we went for a walk in Ca-

capon State Park. It felt so 

good to be outdoors. 
(See Home on Page 6.) 
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We miss our family and 

friends, miss car club meet-

ings, shows, cruises and swap 

meets, and I miss my church 

family. Thanks for checking 

in on us! Hope everyone stays  

safe and healthy! Marguerite 

and Jack Fischer 

------------------------------------------ 

From Barry Smith 

Hi Linda! Things going along 

okay here. Last MRI on the 

30th which hopefully deter-

mines the next step. Overall I 

feel pretty good, just tired. 

Still planning to drive the 

Tempest someday soon. Mark, 

Frank, and Larry have been 

great cheerleaders keeping 

spirits up. hope to see you all 

soon, Barry 

------------------------------------------ 

From Dickie & Sally 

Wolfe 

We appreciate your reaching 

out to members and love that 

people are sending news back. 

We felt we need to reply after 

the kind “thinking of us" note. 

Dickie is recovering slowly 

from his cervical neck surgery 

complication of C5 Palsy of 

both arms. But I gotta con-

fess, I married him For Better 

or Worse but not for lunch 

everyday when he retired. But 

not sure about being the offi-

cial Oil & Filter changer in 

the mower, tractor and cars. I 

even changed the blades of 

the zero turn. But I gotta say 

he’s laying right beside me 

under the equipment I’m 

working on instructing me 

every step of the way!!We 

make a good pair. 

All his therapy sessions were 

cancelled but they don’t know 

Dickie Wolfe, he might be 

down but not out!! The two 

months recovery has been ex-

tended to six months but he’s 

making big progress. Feeding 

himself, brushing his own 

teeth and wiping his own 

butt. I drew the line at nose 

blowing. Good thing we never 

had kids. 

He has ventured out in the 

old cars up and down the 

driveway very slowly but does 

it brilliantly. His right arm is 

still not fully functional. 

Things will get better we 

hope. Stay safe and enjoy the 

peaceful quiet of home.  

Sally & Dickie Wolfe 

------------------------------------------ 

From Allen Bond (by phone) 

Allen is staying in, working 

around the house and yard. 

He's retired now, and isn't do-

ing any mowing. He sounded 

like he was quite happy not to 

be mowing this spring ! 

------------------------------------------ 

From Art Bragg (by phone) 

Art says he's staying busy 

outside painting...doors, 

flower urns, gas pump, etc. 

He's having shelves installed 

for more display storage 

space, since he "can't find 

room stretchers !". He also re-

ported that he talked to Tom 

Rissler, and Tom's staying 

in, doing okay. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Jerry Lunt (by phone) 

Jerry is doing fine and says 

he's all done with car projects. 

His efforts are on home re-

pairs, so he is making masked 

visits to Home Depot. He says 

he's glad to wake up every 

morning and see the ceiling 

above his bed — it means he's 

still here! He sends word to 

the club members: "This too 

shall pass." 

------------------------------------------ 

From Boyd & Sarah  

Kilmer (by phone) 

Spoke to both Boyd and Sarah 

today. They're okay, staying 

home and safe. Boyd said he's 

been mostly staying in the 

house and not spending a lot 

of time in the garage. Boyd 

also reported he went to Noll-

ville to the John Deere dealer 

for a part for his mower, and 

noticed that apple blossoms 

are all fully out, and peach 

trees are showing pink, too. 

------------------------------------------ 

From Elsie Grant  

Norman (by phone) 

Spoke to Elsie a few days ago. 

She's doing well there in Flor-

ida, but most everything is 

closed up, so she has not been 

able to golf. Her husband 

Dave, who is now in memory  
 

(See Home on Page 7.) 

Home 
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But, we'll see. 

Our next major event is the 

MSV Car Show scheduled for 

July 18. I am hopeful that we 

will have several hundred 

beautiful old cars gracing the 

Glen Burnie grounds on that 

day! Your Board is as anxious 

as you are to get things 

started again, so we are 

watching Pandemic related 

events closely. As things clar-

ify, we will be making plans, 

and you will be the first to 

know! 

My first priority as your 

President during this Pan-

demic, besides doing what I 

can to keep everybody safe and 

healthy, is to keep everybody 

reminded that, even though 

we need to keep our favorite 

hobby under wraps for a 

while, we are an active, vi-

brant car club. 

I am looking forward to 

reading in this newsletter 

what everybody is doing in-

cluding, but not limited to, 

our wonderful old car hobby. I 

have been driving the Cadil-

lac and the Golden Hawk to 

keep them young and supple - 

the same as I have taken up 

walking to keep myself young 

and supple.  

n between times, I am pre-

paring a presentation for a 

conference that has been re-

scheduled for 2021, doing 

things in the garage to make 

it a man and car cave, and 

yard work where I have had 

the time to discover hundreds 

of tiny, breathtaking flowers 

carpeting the lawn, setting up 

a couple of benches in the 

yard to sit and watch the 

world around me, and to lis-

ten to the mockingbirds, the 

woodpeckers — and, of course, 

the wrens scolding me — and 

waiting for the swallows to 

return about the end of April.  

And making sort-of friends 

with a little orange feral cat 

who, mercifully, appears to be 

leaving the birds alone at this 

point.  

On a sadder note, I am 

waiting for news of a nephew 

who lives in Illinois, who has 

apparently been infected with 

COVID-19. 

I am looking forward to 

reading about what you are 

doing! 
Until May, 

Peter 

Sunshine  

Report 
 We've not heard about 

any new illnesses, which is 

good news. Hopefully eve-

ryone is staying home as 

much as possible and stay-

ing safe. 

 Barry Smith was report-

edly in the hospital for a 

short time, but is home 

again, experiencing a 30-

day respite from radiation 

treatments. He seemed to 

be in good spirits. Please 

keep Barry and Linda in 

your thoughts and prayers 

as they continue their 

healing journey.  

 As always, also remember 

in your prayers those 

members who struggle 
daily with ongoing health 

issues that keep them "in 

the shop" and not running 

on all cylinders.  

 Finally, may everyone stay 

healthy and 

safe from this 

terrible virus 

that has our 

planet in its 

grip. 

President 
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care, is adapting to life there  

pretty well and is otherwise 

in good health, too. She and 

Dave are able to use their 

phones to FaceTime several 

times a day, since the care 

homes are not allowing visi-

tors at present.  

Seeing each other "remotely" 

has been a comfort for both of 

them, but it's difficult being 

apart. 

 

Remember:  

June Newsletter 

Deadline is May 18. 



SHENANDOAH 
REGION AACA 

www.sraaca.com 

SHENANDOAH REGION AACA OFFICERS 2018 

President  

Bill Carl 

4619 Harry Byrd  

Highway  

Berryville, VA 22611 

(540) 955-3678  

Vice President 

Bob Engle 

501 Brill Road 

Star Tannery, VA  

22654 

(540) 465-8680 

Secretary 

Linda Comontofski 

1501 West King Street 

Martinsburg, WV  25401 

(304) 267-6471 

Treasurer 

Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester, VA  22602 

(540) 869-6668 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018 

Duane Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester, VA 22602 

Mark Dinsmore 

235 Lick Run Crossing 

Stephenson VA 22656 

(540) 514-4097  

Kevin Malony 

1224 Old Bethel Church 

Road 

Winchester VA 22603 

(540) 688-9547  

Barry Smith 

104 Launchris Drive 

Winchester VA 22602 

(540) 667-9275 

  David Wilkins 

6319 Middle Road 

Stephens City, VA 22655 

(540) 869-7639  

 

SUNSHINE LADY: Josie Engle, 501 Brill Road, Star Tannery, VA  22654 — (540) 465-8680 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Donna Smith, 2work4good@gmail.com 

shenandoahregion@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 3326 

Winchester VA 22604 

Be safe! 

Stay well! 


