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We have arrived. Here we are, the end of another year of fun and 

rewarding activities. Some with family, some with friends, some at 

work, and many out enjoying the hobby we share. Touring, cruising, 

showing, and yes some working on our precious Cars, Trucks, and Mo-

torcycles.   

We have made memories and friends. We have hit the roads with 

style and smiles.  

We have been new places and enjoyed our regular haunts. We can 

now smile and reminisce while we recount these memories with our 

friends. 

Let’s all attend our annual Holiday Banquet on Saturday, Decem-

ber 15 and share in the spirit of change. We can witness and support 

the change to new leadership. We can encourage and support those 

who have stepped up to new positions in our club. Some step up to 

lead, but it is our club.   

Get your reservations to Bon-

nie as soon as possible so proper 

plans can be made. 

Beth and I attended the OD-

MA Veterans day tour in Roanoke 

recently. The Roanoke Valley re-

gion put together a very fun, and 

informative tour with spectacular 

views, a national monument, two 

nice museums, and, yes, a good 

lunch and dinner. These capped off 

with a private concert by a 12 

piece all ladies steel drum band.  

Very fun! Sixty people, 34 cars 

from seven regions around the Old 

Dominion.  

(See President on page 5.) 

General Meeting 
December 6 @ 7:00 pm 

 

Location:   Round Hill UM Church, 

Fellowship Hall   

Meeting Host:  Doug Swanson 

ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE 

Light refreshments to be served. 

Please bring a plate of cookies to 
be shared or traded. 
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DECEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS! 
 

2 Eric Kirk 

9 Sharon Parker 

11 Shelva Switzer 

20 Jeff Smulovitz 

24 Sharon Lewis 

31 Angie Yonally 

Calendar 

 December 6 — General Meeting 
& Annual Cookie Exchange 

 December 9 — Deadline to sign 

up for the Annual Christmas 

Party/ Installation of Officers, 
Clarion (See Page 4 to sign up) 

 December 15 — Annual Christ-

mas Party/ Installation of Officers, 
Clarion  

 December 20 — No Board Meet-
ing in December 

 December 25 - Merry Christmas 
to All ! 

 December 31 - Happy New Year!  

MEETING DATES 2 

BULLETIN BOARD ADS 2 

CANNONBALL RUN 1975 3 

HOLIDAY PARTY FORM 4 

MEETING DIRECTIONS 6 

SUNSHINE REPORT 6 

AB MEET PLAQUES 6 

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 



FOR SALE -- 1951 Chevrolet 2-door  

Hardtop Super-Glide, 2-tone blue. 2nd 

Junior AACA award. $15,000 firm. Mary 

Ellen  Simmons, 717-793-7269 (York, 

PA) leave  message. will return call. 

WANTED -- storage space for 6 an-

tique cars, (approx. 10'x20' per car or 

about 1200 square feet, 30'x40' perfect). 

Would like in one building, minimum 6 

months, possibly longer. David Coco, 

540-533-2885, david.coco@Comcast.net   
FOR SALE— 1977 FORD F150 4x4 

 351M 5000 miles new motor 4 speed 

detroit lockers on front and rear new 

interior 5000 or best offer call Richie 

at (540) 454-1613  

FOR SALE— 1933 Chevrolet Eagle 

4 door sedan - restored 1975. 65 horse 

power 194 Cu. In. 6 cylinder engine 

Comes with  extra parts. Black body', 

cream wheels outside  Tan mohair in-

side. $10,000. Call  

Chuck Kelley  

(301) 518-0560 

FOR SALE —  
Now Available, 93  

Octane Ethanol  

Free Gas, at  

Interstate Liberty.  

Route 7 at I-81.  

Pump 2. 

FOR SALE –  
VA Vintage Tags –  

Tom Rissler  

(540) 662-9020 

FOR SALE—  1969 Convertible 

Triumph TR6, VERY good condi-

tion. Burgundy exterior, black 

leather convertible top,  black leath-

er interior with wood grain dash  

One owner, garage kept. 38,260 

miles, original spare tire and tool 

set.  $20,000. For more information, 

call 304-538-6264 or  email gray-

barn77@msn.com for pictures.  

FOR SALE —- 1928 4 cylinder, 

Chevy National, 2dr coach, 56,000 

miles. Yellow body with black 

fenders. Engine, transmission, 

and brakes rebuilt within last 4 

years. New tires. Original top. 

Runs and drives great. Project car. 

Needs new wood and wiring. 

Comes w/ extra parts. $7,000. Call 

Doug Swanson (540) 636-4558.  

 

The General Meeting is set 
for Thursday, December 6, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Round Hill 

UMC Fellowship Hall. 

Remember, 

NO Board of 

Directors 

meeting in  

December.  
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December 

Club Meetings 

Awesome Car! 
Join Us for Cars & Coffee 

Saturdays  

9am-11am 

Sundays  

Noon-2pm 

Newsletter Deadline 
The Executive Board has set 

the deadline for submission of 

newsletter articles, want ads, 

photos, etc. no later than the 

Monday immediately following 

each Board meeting. Board 

meetings are scheduled for the 

third Thursday of each month.  

Since there is no Board meet-

ing in December, the deadline for 

the January 2019 newsletter will 

be Monday, December 17, 2018. 

Sooner is better! Thanks for 

your prompt submissions!  

GOOD FOR 
1 FREE  
COFFEE OR TEA 
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Dan Rowzie’s Cannonball 
Adventure: 
The 1975 Cannonball Run & the Fastest Porsche Ever to Finish 

Contributed By John Truban   
(Originally appeared in Porsche Club of America newslet-

ter; reprinted with author’s—& Dan’s—permission) 
[Editor’s Note: Who knew that our Dan had a secret past?] 

The year 1975 – Not the time peri-

od everyone wishes they could return 

to if given the chance.  A year filled 

with post-Nixon politics, Saigon top-

pling depression, bad clothing de-

signs, devastating hair styles, 

Oldsmobile had the number one sell-

ing automobile, and there was the 

release of a movie that scared beach 

goers forever— JAWS.   

Let us all hold hands and pray that 

we never go through that year again. 

However, there was one tiny little 

spark of greatness that will forever 

bring a smile to faces and energize 

imaginations — The 1975 Cannon-

ball! 

Now before we get off on a tangent, 

I am not talking about Burt Reynolds 

or anything having to do with Dom 

DeLuise running around wearing a 

cape and making a fool of himself.  I 

am talking about the real deal 

“Cannonball Sea to Shining Sea Me-

morial Trophy Dash” race that was 

spearheaded by Brock Yates of Car & 

Driver Magazine that ran from the 

Red Ball Garage in New York City to 

the Portofino Inn in Redondo Beach, 

California.   

The only rule – there are no rules. 

There were four official Cannonball 

races run: 1971, 1972, 1975, and 

1979. They were named after Erwin 

G. “Cannon Ball” Baker who set 143 

records in his cross country exploits 

in the early part of the 20th century. 

His greatest feat being that of a solo 

race from New York to L.A. in a Gra-

ham-Paige Bluestreak 8 in just over 

53 hours with only a half hour of 

sleep midway through the drive.  

This sparked Brock Yates imagina-

tion in the early 1970’s and the rest 

is history. 

[Shenandoah Region] member and 

longtime automotive aficionado, Dan 

Rowzie, is one of the few people who 

drove in the 1975 Cannonball. Dan, 

along with fellow driver Leo Lynch, 

of Pennsylvania, hold one of the fast-

est times ever achieved by a Porsche 

in the Cannonball races.   

Dan Rowzie and Leo Lynch drove a 

36,000 mile 1973 Silver 911S Targa. 

Oh, and did I mention that it was 

outfitted with a 911 RSR IROC en-

gine purchased from Chuck 

Stoddard, which at the time was 

worth about as much as the car itself. 

But who is counting the money when 

the Cannonball is on the line?  
(See Cannonball on page 5.) 

Please remember that 2018 

dues expire December 31. Don’t 

miss out on Club activities and 

newsletters, or be left off the 

annual roster! Here’s what to 

do: 

(1) Pay your AACA National 

dues. You can return the form 

that was part of the mailer for 

your National AACA maga-

zine, phone AACA with credit 

card info at (717) 534-1910, or 

renew online at www.aaca.org. 

(2) When you receive your 

2019 AACA card, show it to 

Treasurer Bonnie Catlett and 

pay your Region dues ($20). 

Make checks/money orders 

payable to: Shenandoah Re-

gion, AACA. Do NOT mail 

Bonnie your AACA card – if 

you’re paying by mail, send a 

photocopy of your card. If you 

are a Life Member of AACA, 

simply pay your Region dues 

and indicate your AACA num-

ber for validation. 

That’s all there 

is “TUIT” – so 

please get a 

round “TUIT” 

today! 

 

Membership 
Dues  
Reminder 

http://www.aaca.org/
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Shenandoah Region, AACA Cordially Invites You to 
Our Annual Christmas Party  
& Installation of 2019 Officers 
When:   Saturday, December 15, 2018 

Where:  Virginia Room, Second Floor, Clarion Inn  

              (Park behind Perkins Restaurant, Take Elevator) 

              711 Millwood Ave., Winchester, VA (I-81 Exit 313) 

Times:    Cash Bar -  6:00-7:00 pm        

 Buffet - 7:00 pm 

       Installation & Program  -  7:30 pm 

 followed by Door Prizes & Fellowship 

 

                                                                   

Menu: 
            Steamship Round of Beef – Baked Chicken - Baked  Ham 

   Scalloped Potatoes – Green Beans w/Ham  -  Baked Cinnamon Apples      

            Salad – Dinner Rolls – Assorted Desserts  - Coffee/Tea 

Price: $25 per Person  //  Reservations Required (see RSVP form below) 

                    Reservations Required by December 9, 2018.   
Call Bonnie Catlett:  (540) 869-6668 or e-mail her at catlettbd@gmail.com with 

the information below, or bring this form to the December 6 Membership Meet-

ing with payment. 

Make checks payable to: Shenandoah Region AACA. 
 

Name ____________________________________________________  

Reserve ______   Dinners at $25 per Person = Total Payment Due  $_______ 
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Cannonball 

The 3.0 Liter IROC RSR engine 

was good for 315 horsepower and 

speeds in excess of 160 miles per 

hour. It is also as tough as Wile E. 

Coyote’s head.  

To add a little 1970’s pizzazz to 

the Porsche, the Silver Targa had 

red anodized wheels – making the 

car’s nickname on the CB radio 

“Red Shoes.”  I can picture J.J. from 

Good Times checking out the car 

and yelling, “Dynamite!” 

Dan is no slouch when it comes to 

Porsches.  He has owned a 550 

Spyder, 904 GTS, 1958 GT Speed-

ster, GS Coupe and the 1973 RSR 

911 that won the 1973 “12 Hours of 

Sebring”, as well as numerous other 

deathtraps for the untrained.   

He also was the Potomac Porsche 

Club President in 1969 and a Na-

tional PCA Treasurer in 1973 and 

1974. When Dan was not busy get-

ting speeding tickets, he was work-

ing for the Department of the Na-

vy’s Poseidon Missile Program.  In 

1975, U.S. nuclear missiles “afloat” 

around the world were at their peak 

with over 6,000 warheads. So Dan 

had a problem involving his job. 

“Just one problem you say?” 

When Leo Lynch gave 38 year old 

Dan a call in the spring of 1975 with 

the coded message, “Cannonball,” 

Dan immediately answered in re-

turn, “Yeah!” and hung up the 

phone.  

However, Dan’s problem would be 

“what if I lose my security clearance 

because I am held up in an Arkan-

sas jail for going 138 mph in a 55 

zone?”  They do not trust Nuclear 

Warheads with flagrant speed viola-

tors. Not when the chips are down 

and fingers are hovering over the 

button.  

Plus there had already been that 

episode with the three bullet holes in 

the back of his 356 GS Coupe.  So 

Dan had one simple solution – he 

opted for the bail bond that came 

with his AAA membership and he 

was good to go! 

Now, Leo Lynch was a veteran of 

the Cannonball races, having run 

the 1972 race in a Porsche that sad-

ly ended with engine failure.  It ap-

pears that Porsche keeps all of the 

indestructible engines for the facto-

ry race teams and sells the rest 

them to the unknowing public. 

 After that race, Dan told him if he 

ever did it again he would be his co-

driver.  

Finding co-drivers for an event 

involving cross country driving at 

illegal high speeds is harder to come 

by than you would think.  After all, 

the prize for winning the Cannon-

ball was applause and some hand-

shakes – nothing else. 

Those of us who have had the 

privilege of knowing Dan Rowzie 

understand that he is an original 

Porsche Outlaw himself.  The real 

deal, been there and done-it kind of 

hombre. Long before grungy west 

coast hot rod television personalities 

and popular trends of buying high-

end rare Porsches as an investment, 

Dan was the guy doing it in 1960’s. 

 He auto-crossed his 550 Spyder in 

the Montgomery Mall parking lot!  

The guys like Dan Rowzie proba-

bly sit back and laugh at the 

$100,000 outlaw Porsches of today 

being built. They were slapping  
(See Cannonball on page 7.) 

 

From Page 3 

(See Cannonball on page 7) 

President 
From Page 1 

A chilly, but clear and 

lovely couple of days after a 

rainy trip down on Friday. 

I hope all have a wonder-

ful Holiday season filled with 

family and friends, and that 

we embark on a great and in-

teresting new year. 

Cheers!  See you on the 

roads…   Wave if you can! 

Bill Carl 

SRAACA President 



Starting just west of Winchester 

Medical Center, from the inter-

section of Route 37 and Route 

50: 

 Drive west on Route 50 

(North-western Pike) for 

approximately 2 miles. 

 Shortly after crossing Nat’l 

Lutheran Boulevard, turn 

left on Rte 654 (Poorhouse 

Road) 

 At 0.2 miles, just before 

Round Hill Fire Station, 

turn right on Rte 803 

(Round Hill Road). 

 At 0.3 miles, turn right at 

rear driveway (Trinity 

Lane) into parking lot. 

 Fellowship Hall entry is at 

bottom level, rear of 

Church, off the parking lot. 
 

Starting driving 

east on Route 

50: 

 turn right 

directly into 

the front 

driveway of 

the Church. 

 Proceed 

around the 

building to 

rear parking 

lot. 

IMAGINE YOUR 

AD HERE! 
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ATTITUDE OF 
GRATITUDE 

Please support our advertisers, as 

they support our ability to provide 

this newsletter to you. Be sure and 

let them know "WE SAW YOUR 

AD IN SPLIT-RIM NEWSLETTER  

-- Thanks for your support !" 

Sunshine Report 

Sunshine Chairman Jo-

sie Engle reported send-

ing get-well wishes to 

Jim Stup, who had shoul-

der surgery. Our 

thoughts and prayers go 

to Jim as he recovers his 

strength and 

goes through 

physical therapy. 

Meeting 
Directions 

GOING, GOING... 
Boyd Kilmer reported he 

has sold more than $175 worth 

of the old Apple Blossom 

plaques so far, and still has 

plaques available. 

They cover 43 years, with 

just a small number of the old-

er ones, and many more of the 

newer ones.  

The plaques are for sale to 

interested members for $1 

each, on a first-come, first-

served basis.  

THANK YOU, BOYD for 

all your time and effort invest-

ed in this project !! 

Contact Boyd by phone 

(304) 267-2326 or email — 

kilmoe1934@frontier.com, if 

you are interested in adding to 

your collection.  

What’s your favorite cookie?  

 
 

Bring it to the Exchange! 
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Cannonball 

together cars for $10,000 with lefto-

ver parts that no one wanted in a 

shop that looked like Sanford & 

Sons Scrap Yard.  It was a time 

when those $75,000 tire machines 

had not been invented yet . . .. 

At the PCA National Porsche 

Parade in 1967, Dan won a brand 

new 1967 Polo Red Soft Window 911 

Targa in the raffle at the fancy din-

ner banquet and then proceeded to 

jump up on the dining table kicking 

glasses and plates over and yelling 

“Wooohooo” to the great terror of 

the Porsche family sitting at the 

head table. “People do not act this 

way in Germany . . . get me this 

man’s name.  We will dispose of him 

quietly.” 

Dan does what Dan wants to do. 

 His attitude is you only get one go 

at this show.  For a guy who also 

knew that it could all end in a 

plume of smoke at any minute, you 

might as well slap a race engine in a 

Porsche and drive as fast as you can 

to L.A.   

Dan and Leo met up in Cleveland 

days before the race.  The engine 

had been installed. An IROC wing 

was outfitted to the rear of the car. 

 Since 3M clear bras had not been 

invented yet, they duct taped the 

front of the 911.  Dan brought the 

CB radio and the radar detector to 

be installed. Due to time constraints 

the two were quickly wired.  The job 

was so good that they could hear 

people on the CB radio, but could 

not talk. That was of no concern be-

cause the Porsche could be heard 

coming from about five miles away. 

 The glasspack mufflers installed on 

the car allowed for a tasteful ex-

haust note while at low speeds. 

Once you pushed on the pedal 

though the car sounded like a Sat-

urn V rocket hovering five feet over 

your head.  One of the other issues 

encountered was the loss of their 

low beam headlights, leaving their 

lights at a constant high-beam. This 

was not appreciated by the Truckers 

on the highways at nighttime. 

Dan and Leo also added to their 

last minute preparations a very im-

portant item — a map.  Not just any 

map – a Denny’s placemat with a 

map of the U.S. Interstate Highway 

System on the back.  “Good thing we 

decided to eat breakfast at Denny’s 

before the race.” 

The Cannonball races all in-

volved some level strategy.  Which 

route across the country to take, 

North or South? What car to use? 

 Should we use a fast car or some-

thing more inconspicuous like an 

ambulance or hearse?  How fast 

should we travel and at what aver-

age speed? Where do we stop for 

fuel?  

The questions have no end. Much 

like a well laid Military war plan.  

Once the start the race begins, 

none of the strategy matters all that 

much. Things happen out there. 

Due to the 55 mph speed limit 

being enforced heavily in 1975 

across the nation, the police were 

out in numbers looking for anyone 

to contribute to their state govern-

ments.   

Without Apps telling you about 

accidents or road closures, Cannon-

ball participants had to rely on intu-

ition and luck. In fact, much of the 

Cannonball races involved just that 

– luck.  Many of the participants to 

this day look back and ask them-

selves, “what if we had not been 

pulled over in Oklahoma?” or “what 

if we had gone a different route?” or 

“what if I hadn’t eaten that bad bur-

rito from that gas station?” – “We 

might have won!” 

The time to start your engines 

had arrived for Dan and Leo. 

Dan and Leo and the rest of the 

participants all had met at the Red 

Ball Garage in NYC about five 

blocks from the Empire State Build-

ing.  The race organizers took some 

quick photos on the roof top of the 

garage for publicity purposes.  

Dan and Leo double checked eve-

rything. Brock Yates reviewed with 

the participants the necessary regu-

lations regarding the event.  They 

were given a time slot in which to 

clock out of the garage and begin 

their official race. One car was ex-

pected to speed off every five 

minutes. That way the police would 

be fooled and not think there is 

some hair brain scheme of a race 

going on.   

Of course they were not fooled 

and were waiting right around the 

corner to catch anyone dumb 

enough to do 100 mph down Broad-

way. 

Brock Yates left in the first car 

with Steve Behr, a 1972 Dodge 

Challenger with suspension and 

brake modifications, a Holley 800 

cfm carb, Cragar headers and exper-

imental Autotronics Super Snooper 

radar with a range of five miles. Af-

ter all, he would need to get to L.A. 

first so he could handle all the pub-

lic relations.  

Spoiler Alert - Due to some un-

lucky road choices that cost them 

precious time and having to hide 

from the police behind a gas station 

for a half-hour, they ultimately 

placed a disappointing third. 

As the cars were leaving, Dan 

and Leo just chilled.  “You know 

Dan, we have no heat in this car. So 

I guess we are taking the southern 

route,” Leo said. “That is ok as long 

as you remembered the Coors and 

the smokes?” Dan responded. – just 

kidding, I made that one up. 

Other cars would leave like Jim 

Atwell and Chick Stanton of North-

ern Virginia in their new 1975 Por-

sche 911 Carrera.  Also a 1973 Mer-

cedes 450 SL, a 1973 Ferrari Dino, a 

1973 Chevrolet Pickup, 75 Buick 

Electra, 75 Mazda RX-4 station 

wagon, a 75 Volvo 164E, a 1972 Por-

sche Carrera Rally car, a Ford Van, 

a 74 Pontiac Firebird Trans Am, 

Tom Nehl of Camel GT IMSA fame 

and Bill Warner of Amelia Island 

fame drove a 1971 Porsche 911T. 

 Even a 1975 Travco 270 Mo-

torhome made the trek. The oldest 

car was a 1951 Studebaker sedan. 

It is surprising to look back and 

From Page 5 

(See Cannonball on page 8.) 
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Cannonball 
From Page 7 

realize that the vast majority of the 

cars racing were only a year or two 

old.  They were essentially brand 

new cars! 

If you take time to read up on the 

full results of the race you will deter-

mine that a fast car can put you in 

the running for the top prize. Howev-

er, much involved luck and having 

the intestinal fortitude to drive very, 

very fast even in the face of traffic, 

police, and wildlife.  

Most of the fast cars that finished 

much further back than Dan and 

Leo’s 38 hours and 39 minutes time 

did so because they played it too safe 

and overestimated the police pres-

ence on the roads. In the end, the 

strategy of driving as fast as you can 

without regard for the police or the 

prospects of ending up in jail won 

you the race. 

Dan and Leo were one of the last 

cars to leave. After five hours of sleep 

and last minute shopping, the time 

had arrived.  April 23rd, a few 

minutes after 9:00 pm Leo started 

the engine and Dan slipped into the 

passenger seat.  The engine had been 

properly warmed up to racing tem-

peratures. Many of the competitors 

knew that Dan and Leo likely had 

the fastest car in the competition. 

 An IROC engine inside a parking 

garage was quite some spectacle. The 

traffic signal up ahead turned green, 

they punched their ticket and took it 

to 6,000 rpms, peeling rubber down 

Madison Ave. Dan and Leo were 

passing competitors while flying 

through the Lincoln tunnel.   

In Pennsylvania, they picked up a 

Smokey (so-named because of the 

hats they wore that were similar to 

another famous Smokey) and had to 

cruise at 55 mph for the remainder of 

the state.  Once over the state line on 

I-81 they floored it again. Even in 

1975, Dan says, “I-81 was beautiful 

and full of tractor trailers.” 

Dan and Leo were cruising at 120 

mph down the Shenandoah Valley on 

a moonlit night.  All was well until 

they reached Harrisonburg. Lights 

came on behind them and sure 

enough a Virginia State Police Of-

ficer in a Plymouth nailed them do-

ing 95 mph in a 55 mph zone.  They 

had to then make a detour to the 

Harrisonburg Court House and wait 

for the Magistrate to get out of bed. 

$120 lighter in their wallet and they 

were back on the road. 

In the words of Dan Rowzie, 

“Southern Virginia is some kind of 

desert.”  There were so few gas sta-

tions in the area that they were 

1/10th of a gallon away from running 

out of gas before finding relief.   

The second speeding ticket came 

in Salem, VA and a second magis-

trate had to be woken up. Truckers 

on the CB radio kept giving them 

away by letting everyone know up 

ahead, “That little Porsche has got 

the hammer down.” 

Tennessee felt like a much small-

er state when their average speed, 

including stops, was over 100 mph.   

“There is a Smokey up ahead tak-

ing pictures,” Dan yelled over the 

roaring engine after listening to the 

CB.  That is 1970’s code for “There is 

a police officer using a radar gun up 

ahead.” 

The officers had the tendency to 

stand on the far side of a bridge and 

shoot radar at the cars from behind 

so that you never saw them.  Then 

they would radio ahead to another 

officer waiting to pull you over. The 

only two ways to combat that was 

either by listening to the CB or pick-

ing them up on your “sketchy-at-

best” 1975 radar.   

Beeeeeeeeeep.  “Slow it down, we 

have a trap up ahead,” Dan said to 

Leo as the radar detector sounded. 

They soon crossed over the Mississip-

pi and into Arkansas. They also man-

aged to pass the Camel GT Porsche 

Pace Car. 

After cruising at 115 mph, Leo 

and Dan stop to fill up on gas just off 

the interstate.  They switched driv-

ers and while Dan shot up the on-

ramp at 93 mph, an officer busted 

them not 500 yards from the gas sta-

tion. 

Oklahoma was flat, fast and une-

ventful.  They had been in the small 

911 for over 21 hours and were hav-

ing the time of their life at 90 mph. 

After 23 hours they had traveled 

1,763 miles and were roaring all out 

towards Amarillo.   

They passed the Cutlass and then 

pulled over for gas.  Once back on the 

road, “Oh Sh&%, we just lost a wiper 

blade thanks to that gas station kid,” 

Leo said.  Dan and Leo made the 

mistake of letting the gas station at-

tendant clean their windshield and 

when he put the wiper arm back 

down the blade was not attached all 

the way. “Well let’s hope it does not 

rain the rest of the trip.” 

At the 24 hour mark, Dan and Leo 

had been privileged enough to visit 

at least 3 different police stations 

and eluded suspicious police in over 

three states.  At hour 26 they were 

well into New Mexico and averaging 

near 80 mph, including stops. 

It was now night time again and 

there were “eyes in the desert.” 

 Coyotes, jack rabbits, and aliens 

from Roswell could be seen along the 

road staring back at them. Hitting a 

jack rabbit at 120 mph in a Porsche 

is nasty business and can be like hit-

ting an elephant with your Schwinn 

on a downhill. 

It was in New Mexico and Arizona 

that Dan and Leo began passing nu-

merous other contenders. Remember 

that some of these cars left up to an 

hour or so prior to their Porsche. The 

desert was the place where the RSR 

engine was allowed to let loose at full 

speed.  The other cars could not 

touch it. 
(See Cannonball on page 10.) 
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Leo then took Dan on a near 

death experience as they traversed 

the switchbacks of the infamous Ash 

Fork in the Rocky Mountains like a 

scene out of rally race, fish-tailing 

that 911 down the Ash Fork with 

skill just a couple of feet away from 

the precipice.   

Dan and Leo passed through the 

small towns of the west, avoiding the 

occasional town cop and catching 

glimpses of the townsfolk relaxing 

around the Coca Cola cooler outside 

the local dusty gas station. 

The Porsche was starting to show 

minor wear after nonstop use at high 

speeds.  The wipers were toast, as 

mentioned earlier. The headlights 

only worked on the high beam set-

ting so they shut them off to pass 

people — this in turn likely scared  

people to death when a dark vehicle 

in the night passed them at 100 mph 

and sounded like hell on wheels.   

The starter motor died for a while 

due to overheating in the desert. 

Other than that, the car was running 

strong. 

At hour 36 they were in California 

and darting towards Los Angeles. 

 They ultimately arrived in the 

morning and finished a strong 5th 

Place, finishing 23 minutes behind 

the 4th Place 1973 Mercedes 450SL 

that only averaged 0.6 mph better 

across the country.   

As mentioned earlier, Brock Yates 

and Steve Behr finished 3rd in the 

1972 Challenger, while Jack and 

Peggy McCoy finished 2nd in the 1973 

Chevrolet Pickup. Jack McCoy just 

happened to be one of the most suc-

cessful stock car racers on the West 

Coast in racing history. He ran that 

pickup between 90 mph and 95 mph 

the whole way. 

The winners – Jack May and Rick 

Cline of Gainesville, Florida in a 

1973 Ferrari Dino 246 GTS who also 

happen to set the all-time record for 

the Cannonball Race at a time of 35 

hours and 53 minutes.  They would 

have been even faster if not for an 

arrest, jack rabbits and L.A. traffic. 

Their key to success was a well 

thought-out route that was more 

northern than most teams, along 

with a lot of luck in avoiding police.    

After the race, there were parties, 

pictures and good times.  Friends 

were made and memories retained. 

Soon they all returned back to their 

homes and jobs, telling stories about 

their adventures across the United 

States of America.      

The Cannonball race would run 

one more time in 1979.  After that, 

Brock Yates recounts that he real-

ized that the race was becoming too 

big and too dangerous.  He told the 

story of visiting a friend in Florida 

and the man telling him, “Come see 

the car I plan on using in the next 

Cannonball Race.” There in the gar-

age was a brand new Lamborghini 

Countach.  Brock Yates said, “No you 

are not. There is not going to be an-

other Cannonball.” 

Brock Yates had come to the con-

clusion that someone was going to 

get killed or seriously hurt if people 

were racing across the county in 200 

mph machines.  That reasoning, 

combined with changes in ownership 

for Car and Driver magazine led to 

the race being put to sleep.  

Others have tried to recapture the 

magic of the Cannonball Race, but 

none successfully.  That part of 

American history has faded away, 

never to return. 

So that is the story of the fastest 

Porsche ever to complete the Can-

nonball Race across America.  The 

[Shenandoah Region’s] own Dan 

Rowzie can lay 

claim to that 

title. He can 

also sleep 

soundly at 

night – because 

the statute of 

limitations has 

passed. 
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